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Objective 1 of UN-REDD Social and Environmental Principles and Criteria - 
 
To address social and environmental issues in UN-REDD National 
Programmes and other UN-REDD Programme funded activities. 



Objective 2 of the UN-REDD Social and Environmental Principles and Criteria 
To support countries in developing their national approaches to REDD+ safeguards 
in line with the UNFCCC “Cancun safeguards”. 



Interactive exercise: risks and multiple benefits from REDD+
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Core Elements of a Country 
Approach to Safeguards 

Institutions 

 

 

 

 

Processes and Procedures 

 

2. Safeguard Information 
System (SIS): 

 Existing or new indicators, 
methodologies for collecting 
information, and framework 
for provision of information 

 

1.Identification 
/development of relevant 

safeguards to be addressed 
and respected: 

 Policies, laws and regulations 
(PLRs), either existing or 
those created for REDD+  

 



Social and Environmental 
Principles and Criteria (SEPC) 

• Welcomed as a guiding framework by the eighth 
UN-REDD Programme Policy Board Meeting in 
Paraguay, in March 2012. 

• Objectives: 

– To address social and environmental issues in UN-REDD 
National Programmes and other UN-REDD Programme 
funded activities. 

– To support countries in developing their national 
approaches to REDD+ safeguards in line with the UNFCCC. 

 



Social and Environmental 
Principles and Criteria (SEPC) 

The SEPC provides a guiding framework to help 
support countries in developing their approaches 
to safeguards: 

 
 

 

 provides more detailed criteria that can be used to 
"unpack" the UNFCCC safeguards  

 particularly useful at the stage of a country defining 
the objectives of its approach to safeguards 



Social and Environmental  
Principles 

REDD+ should… 
1. Apply norms of democratic governance, as reflected in national 

commitments and Multilateral Agreements  

2. Respect and protect stakeholder rights in accordance with international 
obligations  

3. Promote sustainable livelihoods and poverty reduction  

4. Contribute to low-carbon, climate-resilient sustainable development policy, 
consistent with national development strategies, national forest 
programmes, and commitments under international conventions and 
agreements  

5. Protect natural forest from degradation and/or conversion  

6. Maintain and enhance multiple functions of forest including conservation of 
biodiversity and provision of ecosystem services  

7. Avoid or minimize adverse impacts on non-forest ecosystem services and 
biodiversity  



Criterion 21 – Ensure that land-use 
planning for REDD+ explicitly takes 
account of potential synergies and 
trade-offs between the multiple 
functions of forest and the benefits 
they provide, respecting local and 
other stakeholders’ values 

Criterion 22 – Ensure that planted and 
natural forests are managed to 
maintain and enhance ecosystem 
services and biodiversity important in 
both local and national contexts 

 

Principle 6 – Maintain and enhance 

multiple functions of forest including conservation 
of biodiversity and provision of ecosystem services 

 



SEPC resources 

• Final versions of the SEPC available in English, French and Spanish 

• An associated draft Benefits and Risk Tool (BeRT), new version for 
Policy, Laws and Regulations Analysis tool being developed 

http://www.unredd.net/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=6985&Itemid=53
http://www.unredd.net/~unredd/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=6982&Itemid=53
http://www.unredd.net/~unredd/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=6981&Itemid=53
http://www.un-redd.org/Multiple_Benefits/SEPC_BeRT/tabid/991/Default.aspx
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