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The first meeting of working groups for REDD+ Readiness Roadmap held on May 03, 2013 in Islamabad.  There are four working groups (WGs).  The WG2 is for Drivers and Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation (DD).   The following members of the WG2 attended the meeting, discussed each item of the agenda and made decisions.
1) Syed Ghulam Muhammad, CCF – Balochistan
gm_undp@yahoo.com
0344-8045979
2) Dr. Muhammad Rafique, CCF – North Zone Punjab, Rawalpindi
dr.rafique@hotmail.com
0345-4300244
3) Dr. Nasim Javed, CF – KP
drnasim.matta@gmail.com
nasim_matta@hotmail.com
0333-9133865
4) Dr. Mayoor Khan, Country Programme Manager, Wildlife Conservation Society – GB
mkhan@wcs.org
0321-5050363
5) Mr. Saqib Mehmood, DFO (RM) – Chakwal
saqib_dfo@yahoo.com
0321-8500100
6) Mr. Kamran Babur, DFO Planning, Punjab
kamranbabur@gmail.com
0300-8023722
7) Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan
ikhan@wwf.org.pk
0342-5196235
8) Abdur Rauf Qureshi, CF AJK
greenajk@hotmail.com
0355-8100879
The item-wise decisions were made as;
1) Election of chair and secretary for the WG
First of all chairperson and secretary of the WG were selected as Dr. Muhammad Rafique, CCF North Zone Punjab as Chairperson and Abdur Rauf Qureshi, CF AJK as Secretary.

2) Review of TORs of the WG and the suggested draft outline of the REDD+ roadmap
The TORs for the working and format of the REDD+ roadmap were reviewed and approved unanimously by the WG.

3) Identify Issues to be Addressed in the roadmap and data / information that needs to be collected / submitted to support the process
· Review and describe the current situation of forests and forestry in Pakistan

The state of forests and forestry in Pakistan is the basic part of the outlined format as of the roadmap for which the available secondary data will have to be collected from different provinces and state and combined into national situation.  However no reliable data is available about the rate of deforestation and it cannot be assessed in such a short time also hence it will have to be left pending.  For other data responsibilities were assigned as following;
· Punjab – Mr. Saqib Mehmood
· Sindh – Mr. Ibrahim Khan
· KP – Dr. Nasim Javed
· Balochistan – Syed Ghulam Muhammad
· GB – Dr. Mayoor Khan
· AJK – Abdur Rauf Qureshi

Each member will share the information by May 15, 2013, positively.

· Review and describe the drivers and causes of deforestation and forest degradation in the context of REDD+ in Pakistan; and, agree on what the direct and indirect drivers are.
The direct and indirect drivers of deforestation and forest degradation identified during district level workshops were presented by Mr. Ibrahim Khan and reviewed by the group members.  After detailed discussion all the DD identified  were approved with the following additions.
i) In the direct DDs group “Natural and Manmade Hazards” it was proposed and agreed to add “Earthquakes” also.
ii) In the indirect DDs group “Legal” the DD “Lack of Rights and Concessions” was rephrased as “Misuse of Rights and Concessions”.
iii) Similarly the “Unwise Use of Timber” was rephrased as “Inefficient Use of Timber and Firewood”.

The soft copy of the report regarding DDs will be shared with all the members by Mr. Ibrahim Khan through e-mail.

· Review the existing strategies, tools and approaches and identify potential strategies, tools and approaches that must be investigated during the Roadmap Implementation Phase to deal with the drivers and causes of DD in future. 

In this regards it was decided that all members will search the relevant literature and share among each other and prepare their strategies, tools and approaches which will be shared and discussed in the next meeting which will be held by 6th or 7th of June 2013.

Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan will also share his report by May 06, 2013.

The existing forest laws will also be reviewed in the context of REDD+.

· Identify capacity building needs for the stakeholders regarding development of strategies, tools and approaches to deal with the drivers of the deforestation and forest degradation in the context of REDD+ programs.

Each member will identify capacity building needs for his respective area whereas Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan will act as representative of Sindh in this regards.




Recorded and circulated by:-

Abdur Rauf Qureshi
