DRAFT TOR FOR REDD WORKING GROUP
Article 1. Function and name
1. To establish the Working Group for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) of Vietnam 
2. Name in English: The Vietnam REDD Working Group (hereafter called the REDD Working Group)

Article 2. Structure and Objectives of the REDD Working Group
1. The REDD Working Group is a multi-partner team to support the development of REDD readiness in the context of efforts by the Government of Vietnam to address Climate Change mitigation and adaptation, as reflected in the National Target Programme on Climate Change Response for the period 2009-2015 (NTP/CCR).  
2. The strategic objectives of the NTP/CCR are to assess climate change impacts on sectors and regions; and to take opportunities to develop towards a low-carbon economy, and to join the international community’s efforts in mitigating climate change and protecting the climatic system.  In the context of these objectives of the NTP/CCR, the objective of the REDD Working Group is to coordinate the activities of Vietnamese agencies and international development partners (including NGOs) in establishing the necessary institutions, policies and processes to allow Viet Nam to participate actively and effectively in programmes of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to reduce deforestation and forest degradation, and to promote conservation, sustainable forest management, and enhancement of forest carbon stocks (“REDD+”).
3. The REDD Working Group is chaired by [xxx].  Its members consist of representatives of the Department of Forestry (DoF), the Department of International Cooperation (ICD), Coordination Office of the Forest Sector Support Program (FSSP), National Office for the implementation of the UNCCD, other relevant departments and organizations of the Government of Viet Nam, and representatives of relevant bilateral and multilateral development partners.

4. The REDD Working Group is established for a limited period of time, purportedly 24 months, unless otherwise determined by the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development.  At the end of this period, the functions of the REDD Working Group will be assumed by MARD/DoF.
Article 3. Tasks

The REDD Working Group shall assist the Government of Viet Nam in implementing the following tasks:

1. Prepare an action plan, including a road map, for the design and implementation of all elements of an effective national REDD system for Viet Nam
2. Establish milestones and deadlines for delivery of each component of the action plan
3. Develop and update the donor mapping for REDD development and implementation in Vietnam.

4. Review the current and planned programmes of international development partners related to the action plan
5. Co-ordinate the inputs of international development partners, and make sure that bilateral and multilateral funding is allocated and disbursed in a timely fashion to support the implementation of specific components of the action plan to ensure that is consistent with the comparative advantages of the international partners and meets the financial needs of each component
6. Undertake regular reviews and assessment of the status of implementation of the action plan, and design and implement measures to address any shortcomings in implementation

7. Ensure that all activities in support of the development and implementation of REDD measures in Viet Nam full under, and are consistent with the action plan

8. Prepare annual reports on the implementation of the action plan 
9. Perform administrative work, financial management which are allocated to the REDD Working Group; in particular, to ensure that the functioning of the REDD Working Group are effectively assumed by the MARD/DoF at the end of the period of operation of the REDD Working Group.
10. Carry out other tasks assigned by the Chair and Co-chair.
Article 4. Organizational structure, operations and funding
1. The REDD Working Group will be chaired by MARD and co-chaired by a representative from donor side on a rotation basis.  The Secretariat of the FSSP will serve as Secretariat to the REDD Working Group 
2. The REDD Working Group will meet monthly. Special meetings would be held in between if necessary. 

3. Authorized Activities of the REDD Working Group will be financed by TFF, UN-REDD Program and other development partners with Government in-kind contribution.
PAGE  
2

