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Food and Agriculture organization of the United Nations

Terms of Reference for Consultant/PSA

	Job Title
	National Consultant on forest monitoring system 

	Division/Department
	FAOR Hanoi, Vietnam

	Programme/Project Number
	UN-REDD Viet Nam Programme, UNJP/VIE/044/UNJ

	Location
	Hanoi and home-base (with possible travel inside Viet Nam )

	Expected Start Date of Assignment
	ASAP
	Duration:
	4 months 

	Reports to
	Pham Minh Thoa, National Programme Director UN-REDD Viet Nam Programme, and Akiko Inoguchi, FAO Hanoi

	

	General Description of task(s) and objectives to be achieved

	The UN-REDD Viet Nam Programme is being implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) with the support of the three UN participating organizations FAO, UNDP and UNEP. One of the Programme’s three main outcomes is the improvement of institutional and technical capacity for national coordination to manage REDD+ in Viet Nam. Towards this outcome, FAO is supporting the development of the national Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) system for Viet Nam.  The MRV system will form the core of the information management for REDD+ and it should therefore be designed with full consideration of all stakeholders in information management for REDD+ (e.g. participating forest owners, provincial authorities, national institutions), all the requisite analysis and processing (e.g. data ingest, validation of input data, combination of various input data sources, satellite imagery, research data, independent verification) and links with external programs or parties (e.g. REDD+ benefit distribution, Socio-economic Development Planning, Forest Protection and Development Planning, the National Forest Inventory, FORMIS, the National Greenhouse Gas Inventory Reporting).
The design will involve a consultation process with key national stakeholders in the field. After incorporating comments from the stakeholders, the design will be utilized as a key document/framework in the implementation of the national MRV system. The national consultant will work closely with all members of the Sub-technical Working Group on MRV, under the National REDD Working Group and external inputs (i.e. consultants) to provide technical options, specifically in the identification of best practices for the MRV system. The assignment will be undertaken jointly with an international consultant and a second national consultant. The national consultant will take on the following specific responsibilities: 

· Undertake an analysis to identify stakeholders in REDD+ information management. 
· Liaise with VNFOREST, MONRE as well as with programmes/projects  including the National Forest Inventory and Monitoring Programme (2011-2015), FORMIS (Finland), and the National Forest Assessment (FAO/Finland) to effectively coordinate the forest monitoring systems and MRV elements into a coherent system. 
· Lead the consultative processes with key national stakeholders (including public sector, private sector, civil society, Indigenous Peoples, NGOs, etc.). 

· Based on the discussions emerging from the consultative processes, develop a final document on the design of the national MRV system, jointly with the other consultants (the final document to be translated in to Vietnamese).


	key performance indicators

	Expected Outputs:

1. An outline the national MRV system, identifying stakeholders, functions and linkages of the system.
2. A comprehensive design document of the national MRV system. 
3. Roadmap for MRV development and implementation
	Required Completion Date:

1. Within the first month

2. By end of contract
3. By end of contract

	Required Competencies 

	Academic Qualifications

· University degree in forestry, natural resources management and/or related areas

	Technical Competencies and Experience Requirements

· More than 5 years of working experience in the area of forestry.
· Demonstrated competence in forest inventory and REDD+.
· Demonstrated experience with forestry inventory and information management at provincial and district level.

· Demonstrated experience with GIS and image analysis tools.

· Good knowledge of the Vietnamese REDD+ position and proposals
· Competence in English in both speaking and writing. 
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