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Different scales to address and respect 
safeguards 

National 

- UNFCCC requirements  

Jurisdictional 

- Devolved implementation of national REDD+ strategy 

- Subnational programmes 

Project 

- Voluntary offset carbon market REDD+ projects 



National level: UNFCCC Safeguards 

• Countries 
promote & 
support the 
Cancun 
Safeguards 
throughout 
REDD+ 
implementation  

1 

• Safeguard 
information 
system (SIS) to 
provide 
information on  
how the country is 
addressing and 
respecting the 
Cancun safeguards 

2 
• Summary of 

information on 
how the Cancun 
safeguards are 
being addressed 
and respected 
submitted before 
results-based 
payments 

3 



Jurisdictional level (1) 
  • Devolved implementation of national REDD+ strategy 

– Addressing and respecting of Cancun safeguards through 
implementing safeguard relevant policies, laws, regulations  

– Safeguards applied to REDD+ actions comprising 
jurisdictional REDD+ plans 

– Monitoring and evaluation of REDD+ plan implementation 
incorporates information  

    on respecting safeguards   

 



Jurisdictional level (2) 
 

• Subnational programmes, such as FCPF Emissions Reduction 
Programs 

– World Bank Operational Policies applied  

– Readiness Fund: SESA-ESMF approach 

– Carbon Fund: Methodological Framework (3 indicators) 

• Meet applicable WB OPs and Cancun safeguards 

• Safeguards Plans with monitoring and reporting 

• Feedback and Grievance Redress Mechanism 

 

 

 

 

 



Project level 
• Voluntary offset carbon market REDD+ projects 

– Climate, Community and Biodiversity Standards (CCBS)  

– Applies criteria, indicators and procedural guidance  

– Validation - systematic, independent process for evaluation 
of the project against criteria 

– Verification - systematic, independent process for the 
evaluation of a project’s 

    CCB benefits  



Linking approaches and information  
at different scales 

PROJECT 
E&S 

standards  
e.g. CCBS 

JURISDICTIONAL 
e.g. FCPF – WB OPs 

NATIONAL 
Country approach to safeguards 

PROJECT 

Safeguards Information System (SIS) 
Other 
elements: 
 
National 
Forest 
Monitoring 
System 
(NFMS) 
 
Registry 
(PaMs, ER 
accounting) 



Key messages 

UNFCCC requirements - default and overarching framework, requiring a 
national response, under which all subnational approaches have to fit 

Any harmonisation of different safeguards frameworks, at different scales, 
has to happen in country 

Differences between safeguards frameworks can be in terms of content 
and process; linking safeguards processes at different scales is challenging 

Country approaches to safeguards can accommodate subnational content 
and processes 

Main operational challenge, in linking national-subnational approaches, is 
connecting safeguard monitoring elements at different scales 



Define 
safeguard goals 

and scope 

Revise existing 
(develop new) PLRs 

Safeguards 
addressed 

Assess existing 
policies, laws 

and 
regulations 

(PLRs) 

Assess 
capacity to 
implement 

PLRs 

Strengthen capacity 
to implement PLRs 

Safeguards 
respected 

Define SIS 
objectives 

Determine 
information 
needs and 
structure  

(e.g. indicators) 

Assess existing 
information systems 

& sources 

Safeguard 
Information 

System 

Summary 
of 

information 

UNFCCC 
Determine 

drivers  
(& barriers) 

Identify 
policies 

and 
measures 

(PaMs) 

Assess 
benefits 

and risks of 
PaMs 

National 
strategy/ 

action plan 
(NS/AP) 

Plan for 
managing 

benefits and 
risks of PaMs 

Clarify 
Cancun 

safeguards 
in country 

context 

Country approach to safeguards 
showing possible links with SESA/ESMF 



Thank you! 

Victoria Suarez | victoria.suarez@un.org  

Connect with us online: 
www.un-redd.org 

www.unredd.net  

Safeguards country resources hub  

Safeguards forum 

mailto:victoria.suarez@un.org
https://unredd.net/announcements-and-news/2592-safeguards-country-resource-hub.html
https://www.unredd.net/discussion-forums/safeguards/7676-south-south-safeguards-learning-event-accra-ghana.html
https://www.unredd.net/discussion-forums/safeguards/7676-south-south-safeguards-learning-event-accra-ghana.html
https://www.unredd.net/discussion-forums/safeguards/7676-south-south-safeguards-learning-event-accra-ghana.html

