Teleconference Notes

31 October, 2011
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Yemi, Clea, Thais, Onye, John Erik, Rosa
UNDP:  Charles , Estelle, Tina H,  
FAO:  Mette
UNEP:  Ravi
Agenda:
1. FAO updates 

· FAO is speeding up activities with DRC and PNG on MRV in readiness for Durban. They are also working with other countries in Africa but at a slower pace. There will be a meeting this week with East and West African countries on speeding up the process.

· There will be a conference call this week with the African Development Bank and COMIFAC on the scaling up REDD+ in the Congo Basin.

· Danillo and Tim will be in Vietnam for the finalization of the phase two proposal. They will be looking at the technical aspects of the proposal. There will be another mission (Secretariat to be part of this) which will be looking at other aspects.
3.1 REDD+ Partnership update

· Invitations to the REDD+ Partnership meeting and workshop in Durban have been sent out. Deadline for registration is 31 October 2011
2. UNDP updates 
· Re: anti-corruption and REDD+ meetings in Nepal and Bangkok. The meetings took place 10-11 and 20 -21 October. The conclusions from the Nepal workshops were brought into the Bangkok workshop.  Participants include Government, IP and CSO representatives of countries. There were constructive discussions with the various groups present including organizations like Transparency International and it was apparent that a lot of activities on anti corruption were already taking place which could be built upon. An outcome from these meetings is that each country will develop a country action plan on anti-corruption.
· Panama regional information and capacity building workshop:  the workshop was organized by the UN-REDD team in Panama for PMUs in LAC. Bolivia was not present.  Topics discussed include markets, National REDD+ Strategies, in-depth analysis of safeguards, SEPC, transparency and government issues. From this meeting, it is evident that there is great appetite for more of this type of exchanges.
3. UNEP updates 

· Re: Green Economy; the series of workshops have been concluded. The last workshop was held in Kalimantan. The result of the studies is a report which will be sent out for review and comments before being made available. 
· A high level event is being planned to take place in Indonesia on 11 November to review the above Green Economy report. The event is yet to be confirmed.

4. Secretariat updates:
4.1 National Programmes 
· Re: update on Ecuador; at signature stage, Secretariat had sent a note to the Government explaining how they should handle issues on FPIC and some changes/clauses to be inserted in the NPD. Information received is that the Ministry has inserted the requested changes/clauses and indication is that the document will be signed very soon.
4.2 Global Programme 

· The Global Programme funds transfer request for year 1 has been sent to the MPTF last week.

· The funding request was based on the full year 1 budget as approved by the decision of the 7th Policy Board. Agencies will now receive the full amount for year 1, there will be no reductions as previously agreed.
· For reporting purposes, activities still in implementation under the Global Programme third budget revision (ended 30th June 2011) can continue to be reported up to  31st December 2011(piggybacking on the extension of the GP up to 31 December 2011 to accommodate  the Secretariat 2011 budget).
· Activities under the new GP should have a start date of 1 July 2011; the explanation is that agencies would have been using their internal resources to fund these activities pending receipt of funds for the new programme.
·   The notice to the Policy Board on the establishment of two working groups on the countries’ needs assessment and review of the GP budget was sent out last week.
4.3 Policy Board 
· The next Policy Board meeting will take place in Paraguay. From consultations, the preferred date is the week of 12 -16 march 2012. This is to allow for back to back meetings for FAO participants attending the COFLAC meeting also taking place in Paraguay the week before. UNEP has another meeting the week of 19 – 23 March. 
· The last two UN-REDD Policy Board meetings have preceded FCPF meetings, so the FCPF have requested that their meeting precede the UN-REDD meeting this time around. 

· There is also a proposal for a one day joint meeting of the governing bodies to discuss common issues. The date, (before both meetings or in the middle) to be determined.
     5. AOB 

 

· The draft joint declaration on the scaling up of REDD+ in the Congo Basin has been released by the facilitator. Yemi has sent this declaration to the CG members for their comments.
· The FIP sub-committee meeting is taking place today in Washington D.C. Nina is representing the programme, on the agenda is the support to IPs and CSO, for which the FIP has a $50 million fund available. 
· Cheryl will be working 4 hours a day for the next one month as recommended by her Doctor. 
