Teleconference Notes

3 October, 2011
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Yemi, Onye, Clea (in Panama), Cheryl
UNDP:  Gaya, Nina, Estelle, Jen 
FAO:  Tiina, Alberto
UNEP:  Julie
Agenda:
1. UNDP updates 

· Re: Development with IPs in Ecuador: Pierre Yves and Nina recently met with Juan Carlos from Ecuador, who says he's happy with the progress being made and it's confirmed he'll be attending PB7. Nina will remind him that there will be no presentation of Ecuador at PB7, only mentioned in Clea's update presentation on National Programmes. Clea is currently in Panama, as is Juan Carlos, and she offered to speak directly to him about this.

· Re: the passing of Charles' wife, Joan:  Charles has been touched by all messages of support. He will be in Nairobi this week and at PB7 in Berlin. 

· Thais, Tina and Tim C are currently participating in the Oslo Governance Forum. Part of their participation will be to present the UN-REDD progress on the piloting of PGAs. 

· Re: Internal review: UNDP colleagues in NY met with the reviewers last week. Very congenial, and open. Meetings went well. 

· Re: IP/CSO pre-meeting at PB7, everything is on track for two-hour meeting happening on 12 October in Berlin. Majority of IP/CSO PB reps, as well as the IAG rep will be there. Issues related to National Programmes and seat rotation will be discussed.

· Anti-corruption and REDD+ meetings will happen next week in Nepal and the week after in Bangkok. Discussions in Nepal will be presented and advanced in Bangkok. Emphasis will be placed on the fact that anti-corruption work is and needs to be linked into our work with safeguards and stakeholder engagement. 

· Re: launch of FCPF common approach to Environmental and Social Safeguards for multiple delivery partners, Jen attended the dinner in Washington, D.C., to lauch the common approach. Dinner was hosted by BIC among others. Opening remarks were made by Andrew Steer. UNDP made a statement at the dinner, expressing UN-REDD's commitment to the common approach framework. 

2. UNEP updates 

· Ravi is en route today to participate in a Forest and Green Economy meeting in Germany and will report back on that on the next call.
· Re: UNEP-UN-REDD Policy Brief, the second draft has been circulated internally for comments and feedback. Deadline for comments is 10 October. The goal is to distribute the brief at COP17.
· Re: Scenario workshop in Nairobi two weeks ago, experts came together to discuss quantitative and qualitative scenario analysis for REDD+. DRC brought country perspective to the workshop. Out of that, a publication will be put together and released at Durban. Also, notes and presentations from the workshop will be posted on the new workspace and website pages being created for this new work area. 
· Re: CBD Africa Regional Consultation and workshop on REDD+ and biodiversity safeguards which took place two weeks ago in Cape Town, Barney Dickson and Julie attended. Julie presented the UN-REDD's draft SEPC, which did not garner a lot of feedback but one participant brought up an interesting point about the cost of compliance to the guidance. Overall the workshop was well attended and a good opportunity for collaboration between UNFCCC and CBD focal points. Julie will post the report and presentations on the UN-REDD workspace.

· Reminder of the high-level event next week in Kinshasa; the October of edition of the UN-REDD newsletter will feature a short report from this meeting.
· Re: SEPC, a webpage has been created to facilitate the public consultation process which will kick off after PB7.
3. FAO updates 

· Last week, FAO teamed up with INPE to run a training of experts on remote sensing, which took place in Brasilia. Inge from FAO participated in this. 

· Re: ongoing process of developing an MRV roadmap in Indonesia, the process is now close to finalization. 

· Mette and Danilo will attend a meeting in Tunisia with the African Development Bank. More details to come from FAO. 

· Alberto joined Pierre Yves and others last week in Panama for meeting with IPs. Very good meeting. IP groups requested more synergies between UNREDD and FCPF especially on safeguards; that they wanted UN-REDD to be delivery partner for FCPF; and that they were happy to have a seat in the UN-REDD Programme's PB. 
3.1 REDD+ Partnership update

· Meetings last week in Panama went well. There was a half-day meeting and two workshops. Good attendance of about 100 people. Co-chairs were quite efficient. One of the issues covered in the half day focused on the interest and desire to further develop the REDD+ database. Partners want emphasis placed on increasing the quality of the data— currently concerned that only half of the developing countries have reported into the database. The Partnership is working on this. The other issue that was discussed is the report from IDL on efficiencies of the multilaterals in the REDD+ space. Nothing too surprising in the report. It pointed to the overall need to look at overlaps, comparative advantages, and increasing south-south exchange. Co-chairs will send messages to FCPF and UN-REDD to convey these messages and report of IDL. But the IDL report does acknowledge that the UN-REDD and FCPF are working closely with FCPF.

· Re: two workshops: on safeguards, UN-REDD didn't have the floor, but many countries referred to UN-REDD support on this and other work areas. Clea attended this workshop and made a short statement on the UN-REDD's work in this area. A full report on this workshop will be available soon. The MRV workshop placed emphasis on measuring, and stressed that MRV for REDD+ has to be integrated in other measuring and reporting systems. It was agreed that the National Forest Inventory is/should be the backbone of MRV systems. UN-REDD support in this area of work was mentioned again.

· The Partnership is now focusing on developing a budget for 2012. Will probably be similar to the budget for 2011. 
· Next meetings will take place in Durban, with workshops focusing on financing and reference emission levels.

4. Secretariat updates:
· Yemi informed the group that is Norway is very interested in scaling up support to REDD+ in the Congo basin. They want to make a joint announcement at COP17, and have asked the Meridian Institute to facilitate this process. UN-REDD has been asked to co-chair the process between now and Durban, by helping to reach out to the countries we work with in the Congo Basin, and help convene inputs etc. One of the issues to be addressed is the capacity of these countries to absorb increased support. 
4.1 National Programmes 

· Re: PB7: Encourage colleagues to look at the PB7 documents related to Nigeria's NP and let us know if anything needs correction. Clea assumed Nigeria's submission form was cleared on a non-objection basis, because she did not hear from anyone before the deadline. Clea is in currently in Panama, and taking advantage of the opportunity to meet with partner countries that will be presenting updates at PB& (she's managed to meet with Colombia and Guatemala thus far). Re: Country panel at PB7: Clea has not received comments on the concept note. She will move ahead and finalize arrangements on this with Yemi and Thais and send out invitation to the panelists this week. 
· Clea will be meeting with UN-REDD colleagues based in the LAC region tomorrow to discuss how partner countries are progress there.
· Update on Ecuador: Clea has spoken to a number of people at the UNFCCC meetings in Panama, and the sense she's getting is that IPs still have a few issues they need clarification on, but that there is no big opposition to signing Ecuador's NP at this point. Looking like it could be signed in the next 10 days. 
· Re: the Swiss-Philippines workshop in Panama, there was good attendance. The first part of the workshop was good, the afternoon was not so strong. Full report to come.

4.2 Global Programme 

· Thais was not on the call to report on this agenda item. 
4.3 Policy Board 

· Last minute preparations are going well and coming together. Co-chair briefing is has been sent. We're now at 116 confirmed participants. This is above the number we agreed with the hotel, so we are having to make last minute adjustments. 

· Ticketing is done for sponsored participants.
· All documentation was posted on the workspace and website on time last week (Thursday).

4.3 Communications and Events 

· Re: Newsletter: Thanks to everyone for their contributions to September's newsletter. October's newsletter will go out on 26 October. Deadline for submissions is 17 October. We already have a good list of content but a few more articles can be accommodated.
· Re: CEB side event at COP17, the Secretariat will take the lead on developing a first draft of the concept note for our CEB side event at COP17. Goal will be to get that to the agencies and other partners for review and inputs early next week before PB7.
· Re: COP17 lessons learned booklets, some colleagues have now provided comments to AP's lessons learned booklet. AP colleagues are now in the process of refining their text. Estelle has taken the lead on the LAC booklet and will have a draft for review ready by Thursday this week. There's still a red flag with the Africa lessons learned booklet… Cheryl send a note out last week, with a game plan for how to bring that one together. Hoping to get Josep and Inge, along with Julie, Wahida and Val from WCMC to contribute a short section each. Still waiting to hear confirmation from Josep and Inge. Cheryl will follow up with them again today.
· Re: Disclosure guidance, Estelle will follow up with the UNDP legal team to get confirmation that we can proceed with the Disclosure Guidance the Secretariat sent out for approval several weeks  ago. 
     5. AOB 

 

· Thanks for facilitate the visits from reviewers. They are very ahppy with their meetings with everyone.
