Teleconference Notes

19 November, 2012
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Thais, Helena, Rosa, Reem, Cheryl
UNDP: Nicki, Gaya, Kim
FAO: Adam
UNEP: Tim 
AGENDA:
1. FAO updates/upcoming activities 

· FAO recently hosted a GHG and MRV training in Rome, in conjunction with CD-REDD training event. Kim from UNDP attended. Adam will post presentations from both events on workspace.

· Matieu recently helped coordinate an MRV workshop/training in Bangladesh, as did Julien Fox in Zambia. 
· FAO was also pleased to participate in last week's MB workshop in Cambridge 

2. UNDP updates/upcoming activities 
· UNDP has coordinated a new publication on FPIC regional lessons learned in Asia-Pacific region, based on workshops and pilot studies over past two years. Document will be circulated internally and aiming to release it at COP18.

· SE consultant has been hired in LAC. In the coming weeks, UNDP will formally introduce all three SE specialists to the wide UN-REDD team via email. 
· UNDP is finalizing its first Policy Brief on safeguards, having just received inputs from external reviewers. UNDP will liaise CEWG to decide on a timeline for layout and release. 
· UNDP coordinated a submission to the UN's Sustainable Agenda report, highlighting the achievements of UN-REDD in 2012. Report will be released in early 2013.

· Workspace updates: working with programmers right now to streamline announcement postings, and upgrading security package to make the site more protected. Workspace membership is now up to 1,000 members as of November. 
· UNDP is hosting a workshop this week in Brasilia on preventing corruption risks in REDD+ financing.

3. UNEP updates/upcoming activities 
· Norway in Nairobi this week, visiting UNEP. 
· UNEP supported a successful Kenya Water Tower Dialogue 5-7 November. Through GP targeted support. At dialogue, a report was released on the value of forests for the national economy which was well received. UNEP is aiming to do the same kind of economic analysis in other partner countries in the future.
· UNEP also finalizing a publication on Lessons Learned from Forest Projects. Last round of internal comments is happening right now. Aiming to release this publication after Doha.

· UNEP has set date for their internal UN-REDD retreat, to take place 29-30 January, in order to plan activities for 2013-14.

· Mario has been appointed Head of the UN-REDD Programme Secretariat. Julie is being promoted to coordinator of national programmes. 

4. Secretariat updates/upcoming activities: 

4.1 Global Programme 

· In response to the PB9 request for improved results-based reporting, Secretariat is looking into how to do this. Secretariat has prepared a draft outline and timeline for this for 2013-2014, and have drafted ToRs for an ME consultant, initially for three months. 
· Next GP call will be tomorrow.

· Re: Targeted Support, Secretariat is processing a new request from Sudan for MRV-related TS; and continuing to coordinate multi-agency replies to Argentina and Ivory Coast's requests. 
· Safeguards group having a call this Wednesday.
· Secretariat congratulates UNEP-WCMC for a very good workshop on safeguards last week in Cambridge, which Thais attended. 
4.3 Policy Board 

· Friday, 23 November is the last day for comments on the PB9 report. Secretariat has already received reply from PNG saying they do not approve report as is. Secretariat sent out Spanish and French versions last Friday.
· The error associated with Bolivia related footnote has been corrected in all versions.

4.4 REDD+ Partnership 

· Two upcoming events in Doha: 25 November, half day meeting outside the QNCC, and the other will be an early morning high-level meeting on 5 December for one hour. 
· On 26 November, UN-REDD will participate in a Forest trends event, to present the findings of the VRD, and how to better capture data on REDD+ finance.

4.5 Corporate communications and events 

· UN-REDD COP18 CEB side event-will take place on 5 December between 13:15-14:45 in room 3 at the QNCC. The topic has not been totally finalized but will likely focus on our technical work, in the areas of safeguards and legal preparedness, with examples of success for each. The event will kick off with the signing of the Viet Nam-Norway Tier 2 agreement, and will hopefully end with donors making new funding pledges.

· UN high-level CEB event: UN-REDD is looking at the possibility of contributing to this event, happening 4 Dec from 13:15-14:45. Helen Clarke, Achim Steiner, Christiana Figueres, Ban Ki Moon, etc are expected to participate. 

· Other COP18 activities- UN-REDD booth will be operational for two weeks; distributing CDs with corporate-level publications that were launch in 2012. Booth will also have flat screen to interact with the website in real time. Limited printed copies of the new Multiple Benefits Policy Brief and Africa LL booklets will be available at booth, as well as the executive summary of the Freedom of Information report, and the new FPIC Lessons Learned in AP publication. Only Thais and Mette from Secretariat will be going for the full two weeks, and Wahida will leave and return for the two REDD+ Partnership meetings. Many thanks to them in advance for their help with the booth. Also, special thanks to Reuben Sessa at FAO who will also be on site and help manage the set up of our booth.
· Forest Day 6- there are three agency-led REDD+ related Discussion Forums at FD6 (one on governance frameworks for REDD+; one on Financing REDD+, Closing the gap; and one on national forest monitoring systems for REDD+). UN-REDD will also have a booth distributing CDs with corporate-level publications. Limited printed copies of the new Multiple Benefits Policy Brief and Africa LL booklets will be available at the booth, as well as the executive summary of the Freedom of Information report, and the new FPIC Lessons Learned in AP publication.  Cheryl will be in Doha for FD6 only and will manage the booth that day.
· November newsletter: is out this Thursday; next one will be Dec/Jan issue, to be distributed on 16 January 2013. Lead article this month is a Look Ahead to COP18 and FD6, highlighting how to connect with UN-REDD at COP18 and FD6.

· The webpage with details on the events hosted by or involving FAO (including some UNREDD ones) in Doha can be found here: http://www.fao.org/climatechange/unfccc-process/cop18/en/
· Denise Martinez has put a lot of this together and if there are any additional events that are happening that you want to share, please send them to Denise and she can work out if they can be included, or other ways to inform relevant people.

· FAO has also put together a CD which includes several UN-REDD Programme publications. The CD will be available at Doha and can be found on the web here:

· ftp://ext-ftp.fao.org/nr/data/nrc/FAO-CC-publications/index.htm
5. AOB

· The group decided that the next operations call will be in January 2013. The Secretariat will send out a reminder and agenda in advance of the call.
