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SPEECH GIVEN BY SAMUEL KIMEU, EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL KENYA,  DURING THE OFFICIAL MEDIA LAUNCH OF THE KRNYA TASK FORCE ON ANTICORUPTION FOR REDD+ ON 27TH NOVEMBER 2014
(Role of Civil Society in Preventing Corruption in REDD+ at the National Level;
Experiences and Opportunities
  Salutation 
It is my pleasure to be here today and to make these remarks on behalf of Transparency International Kenya.  

As a civil society anti-corruption watchdog with 20 years’ experience fighting corruption, 7 years promoting forest governance integrity and almost 5 years addressing anti-corruption in climate finance globally and nationally, TI is committed to drive for significant advances toward achieving this overall objective. By contributing to the protection of REDD+ policy, projects and finance from corruption and fraud, TI will continue to support REDD+ in becoming a viable way to genuinely reduce greenhouse gas emissions and, through less climatic impacts, benefit people today, future generations and the planet.
Transparency International has long held that corruption in climate finance (which includes REDD+ finance) will not only increase the rate of climate change to greater levels above the 4 degrees centigrade indicated in the 5th Assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), but also increase human suffering as a result of climate change.   
Many of the mechanisms for delivering climate finance are new and untested. However, decades of experience with development have taught us that anti-corruption safeguards must not be an afterthought. Now is the time to ensure that national, multilateral and bilateral climate funds operate with and are governed by full transparency, accountability and integrity.  
Last year’s Conference of Parties to the UN Climate Change Convention in Warsaw saw the finalization of the Warsaw Framework for REDD+, solidifying the future of REDD+ and providing guidance on the development of MRV systems for forest carbon stocks and flows.
TI-kenya  welcomes the REDD+ environmental, social and governance Safeguards as a vital set of principles to guide and ensure the effectiveness and accountability of REDD+ activities at all levels. Equally, TI appreciates the Safeguard Information System (SIS) as an essential tool to ensure meaningful transparency regarding the achievement of REDD+ safeguards for all stakeholders affected by REDD+. 

In this regard, TI- Kenya is calling for greater guidance from the UNFCCC at the international level , and the taskforce at national level, to address existing gaps and to provide greater clarity on the SIS. The Safeguards Information System presents an opportunity to address some of the governance challenges and corruption risks that currently exist for REDD+ finance management and implementation on the ground.  

Such guidance aims to ensure the effectiveness of the SIS in providing comprehensive information on how REDD+ Safeguards are addressed and respected. TI submitted five main recommendations to enhance the transparency and accountability of the SIS for the consideration of the SBSTA and the Conference of Parties at their 20th meeting in December 2014. 
Local civil society groups have proved to be essential partners in climate-related projects to date. These groups undertake a variety of different activities, from oversight to public advocacy and education. Observers frequently cite the primary role of civil society groups in bringing oversight to the decision-making and MRV processes, and investigating and documenting abuses. A number of civil society organizations (CSOs) have established independent monitoring mechanisms, such as Forest Watch and Corruption Watch, to act as public watchdogs. As a result of their oversight capability, Indonesian CSOs often drive law enforcement issues in the forest sector. Besides, CSOs countries have also been quite involved in political and social mobilization, such as by promoting Free and Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) to make sure that climate adaptation and REDD+ projects proceed only after full consultation with communities; or in the crafting of REDD+ Safeguards, to minimize social and environmental impacts of forest projects and maximize their contribution to local livelihoods. 

Climate policy internationally and nationally is allowing countries to decide how to mitigate corruption risks in their country.  REDD+ provides tools on how to mitigate climate change.  It is a clear commitment from government that REDD+ is crucial.  It is great that the government has opened the door to discuss this subject on corruption risks in REDD+. 
TI-Kenya has been implementing a Climate governance and integrity programme to improve Transparency and Accountability climate finance governance in Kenya since 2011. In 2012, TI-Kenya, conducted an analysis of climate finance governance in Kenya.
This study highlighted that investing in accountability mechanisms in programmes targeting the public, is critical and putting in place mechanisms that will deter corruption in climate finance is paramount. Sector specific anticorruption approaches; such as a code to identify climate finance, access to information, effective grievance and redress mechanisms, benefit sharing mechanisms and continued capture of concerns of beneficiaries and increasing the capacity of communities to exercise their rights and entitlements. Effective accountability mechanisms at the grassroots levels also enhance people’s participation in REDD+ activities and strengthen the integrity of measurement, reporting and verification .
TI-Kenya has partnered with the Ministry Of Environment Water and Natural Resources in increasing understanding of corruption in climate finance in different programmes and levels. TI-Kenya has trained different Ministries desk officers, The Climate Change Secretariat and NEMA on anticorruption strategies in climate finance. TI-Kenya has also participated in the development of the Climate change action plan as well as in drafting the climate change policy and the climate change bill currently in parliament.
As the public is the utmost guarantor of integrity, TI Kenya has been working with communities in different REDD + project areas in leading them to understand corruption risks REDD+. TI-Kenya has developed a web platform to help communities monitor implantation of climate change adaptation and climate mitigation activities in their areas. The climate finance watch platform will help people to report corruption and other malpractices as a way of keeping guard of climate finance resources.
TI-Kenya brings into this multi stakeholder taskforce on anticorruption for REDD+ with great expectation to bring experiences from our global as well as national expertise.   
We hope that this initiative will keep REDD+ clean and will ultimately ensure that climate resources are used effectively for their intended purposes. Quality service and accountability from the Government and non-governmental agencies is your right.
Thank you
