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Bhutan stands to gain but various issues need to be considered

Bhutan is slowly gearing towards developing a national strategy on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and
Degradation (REDD +). However, there is skepticism from various quarters at the country actually becoming a
signatory to the mechanism. REDD+ is a mechanism that establishes incentives for developing countries to protect and
better manage their forest resources by creating a financial value for the carbon stored in forests.

The three mechanisms under REDD+ include: the host country should have a REDD strategy in place, they should
establish a reference deforestation rate using credible methods and a monitoring mechanism should be developed
which provides data on deforestation and forest degradation on an annual basis.

An environmentalist in his opinion said that Bhutan already has what REDD+ would ensure.

Moreover, with the country feeling the impeding need for development, how sustainable would it be is a question, he
said.

“Would the community people be deprived of the advantages they have now to take timber from the community
forests? Because once the forest is protected under REDD+, then it has to be preserved that way,” he said.

Further he also asked, “Since the incentives would be coming from outside, what is the mechanism in place to pay to
the community?

Is giving money directly to the people advisable? What would compel the people to be a signatory to the mechanism?
If rules are broken what are the penalties? How sustainable is the payment given the dwindling economic
situation worldwide?”

Another environmentalist said that Bhutan should not take a hasty decision.

“It would be sensible if started as a pilot project and it is better to find out what it entails before bound by its
obligations.”

During the Conference of Parties (CoP 17) in Durban, South Africa, issues on the mechanism was discussed. “The
mechanism basically locked indigenous people out of the forests,” said a Nepalese representative.

The head of Watershed Management Division (WMD), Karma Tshering, said that Bhutan is supposed to remain carbon
neutral and with this policy, REDD+ projects would be economically viable for proposition. However, it depends entirely
on how it is managed. “In terms of managerial issue, it will be hard to tell as of now,” he said.

According to him, the mechanism is an option for additional income to the communities but how profitable it will be
cannot be predicted currently. Further, the issue on where the money comes from must be also considered in the
strategy, he said adding that it ultimately boils down to primary requirement of a conducive policy environment.

A former WMD official said that the institutionalizing of the mechanism is at an preliminary stage. “Bhutan does not
have a national REDD+ strategy. Unless there is one and it is being implemented, benefits to the communities cannot
be measured,” he said.

He also said that prior informed consensus by the community people is required so it all lies in the hands of the
community. The situation now with the community forest (CF) is that it has been commercialized and more than the
required amount of trees are cut down to sell which might result in forest degradation.

In this situation, REDD+ can help improve the sustainability of the CFs as it promotes sustainable forest management
and plantations in barren land, he added.

Bhutan has the opportunity to gain from them Bali Action Plan (CoP 13) on REDD+, and as decided in CoP 16 held in
Cancun, Bhutan is to adopt a phased program to implement the mechanism to secure ecological and
economic benefits.

A feasibility study on REDD+ recommended that a national REDD+ advisory group and REDD+ technical working
group should be formed. The working group is to guide the REDD+ readiness process and develop a national strategy.
The group will also give technical and policy guidance to the Bhutanese negotiators at the CoP and the
representation in the UN-REDD framework.

However, lack of definite guidelines and standards of technical compliance in the absence of a comprehensive, holistic
and globally agreed REDD+ mechanism poses a challenge for Bhutan to take precise decisions and invest in REDD+
interests.

WMD with financial support from UNDP will be organizing a national level workshop on REDD+ strategy/action plan
development from 26 April to 27 April, 2012. The workshop aims to bring all the stakeholders together and provide
opportunity to the participants to familiarize with the concept of REDD+ scheme and educate them on the process of
a REDD+ strategy development, institutionalize the advisory committee and technical working group, finalize their
mandates, and also to share and identify the processes for the developmentof a national strategy.
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