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Press Release

Embargoed until 1400 Hrs 27th November 2014

Sri Lanka UN-REDD Join hands with volunteers to protect forests and mitigating climate change 

Nochchiyagama, 27th November 2014
Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme join hands with the ‘Cycling Tour 2014: Volunteering to Make a Difference’, a project initiated by the Programme in Sri Lanka, organised by the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) in collaboration with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Skills Development (MYASD) and the Ministry of Social Services.  A group of 20 volunteers will be cycling for two weeks starting from Medawachchiya, leading through several locations including Anuradhapura in the North Central Province, Puttalam in the North Western Province, and end in Colombo on the west coast on 5th December 2014 with the celebration of International Volunteer Day (IVD). The Cycling Tour, supported by the MYASD, the Ministry of Social Services, UN agencies, Volunteer Involving Organizations and Youth-led organizations, will strengthen youth volunteering for peace and development in Sri Lanka. By joining hands with this initiative, the Civil Society Organizations (CSO) Platform of the Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme, mobilizes volunteers and the general publics’ active involvement in forest protection. 

The UN-REDD Programme is a joint initiative supported by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to help developing countries in “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD).” The Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme will further support the Government of Sri Lanka and other stakeholders (civil society, media, private sector organizations etc.) to enhance capacities and to create an enabling environment to implement REDD+. The Programme is implemented by the Forest Department and involves multiple stakeholders including civil society organizations. The Programme in Sri Lanka, with the Forest Department as the lead implementing partner, established the CSO Platform in December 2013 to address concerns of different stakeholders while ensuring ownership of long-term national REDD+ process.  

In collaboration with the Anuradhapura Divisional Forest Office, CSO Platform members welcomed the cyclists at Galayaya Juction in Nochchiyagama on 27th November. After their arrival, a demonstration campaign took place to showcase sustainable landscaping and natural resource management at the Women Development Foundation, Nochchiyagama. Following a demonstration of organic fertilizer production and application in home gardens, a tree planting campaign was initiated by the CSO Platform members. Special street drama was staged at the Nochchiyagama bus stand to raise awareness among the general public on the importance of the protection of forests and sustainable lifestyles—including cycling which reduces greenhouse gas emissions caused by the transport sector.  The protection of Sri Lanka’s forests will eventually contribute in mitigating adverse impact of climate change by “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD)”. 
For more information: Nishantha Mallawaarachchi (Mobile 0777 591396, E-mail: Nishantha.Mallawaarachchi@fao.org) 

For more information regarding the UN-REDD Programme: Website: www.un-redd.org

For more information regarding the cycling tour: Ashini Sumanapala (0775756500, Email - communications@unvlk.org)

Facebook: Sri-Lanka-UN-REDD-Programme: www.facebook.com/SriLankaREDDplus
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