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ARTICLE 4:
COMMITMENTS

1. All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities
and their specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and
circumstances, shall:

(a) Develop, periodically update, publish and make available to the Conference of
the Parties, in accordance with Article 12, national inventories of anthropogenic
emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled
by the Montreal Protocol, using comparable methodologies to be agreed upon by
the Conference of the Parties;

MRV under UNFCCC

MRV therefore specifically addresses the need to compile and submit a National Inventory Report that

includes a national GHG inventory (GHG-I) to assess the overall performance of a country in terms of

mitigating climate change.



ARTICLE 4:
COMMITMENTS

2, b) “In order to promote progress to this end, each of these Parties shall
communicate, ....... and periodically thereafter, and in accordance with Article
12, detailed information on its policies and measures referred to in
subparagraph (a) above, as well as on its resulting projected anthropogenic
emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases […]. This
information will be reviewed by the Conference of the Parties, at its first
session and periodically thereafter, in accordance with Article 7;”

Monitoring under UNFCCC

The concept of “monitoring” under the Convention refers to the need for periodic information on

the results obtained through national policies and measures, as per Article 4.2, paragraphs a) and

b) of the Convention, which Parties adopt to mitigate and adapt to climate change.



REDD+ in a UNFCCC/IPCC: Rules of the Game
REDD-plus:  Decision 4/CP.15

Par. 1 Requests developing country Parties, ….. to take the
following guidance into account ….. to measurement and
reporting:

c) To use the most recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change guidance and guidelines, as adopted or encouraged by
the Conference of the Parties, ……..

Decision 4/CP.15: 

Methodological guidance for REDD-plus



73. Decides that the activities undertaken by Parties referred to in
paragraph 70 above should be implemented in phases beginning
with the development of national strategies or action plans,
policies and measures, and capacity-building,

followed by the implementation of national policies and measures
and national strategies or action plans that could involve further
capacity-building, technology development and transfer and
results-based demonstration activities,

and evolving into results-based actions that should be fully
measured, reported and verified;

REDD-plus: Decision 1/CP.16



The REDD-plus Phases

Phase I
- Readiness

- Capacity building
-Design of nationally-appropriate 

REDD+ activities 

Phase II
- Implementation of 
national or sub-nat. 

demonstration 
activities

Phase III
- Positive incentives 

for verified 
performance

REDD+ PHASES

Choice of REDD+ 

activities will 

depend on 

specific drivers

of deforestation 

and forest 

degradation

Demonstration 

activities have to 

be “results-

based” – they 

have to result in 

positive outcomes

The mitigation 

performance of REDD+ 

has to be measured and 

reported by the country, 

and verified by the 

UNFCCC



REDD-plus and M&MRV

Phase I
Readiness

Phase II
Results-based 

demonstration activities

Phase III
Positive incentives for 
verified performance

REDD+ PHASES

Capacity 
building & 

development

- Monitoring of 
demonstration activities

- Capacity building for 
MRV

- Monitoring of national 
policies & measures

-All elements for MRV in 
place



Monitoring result-based demonstration activity



Monitoring result-based demonstration activity



Monitoring result-based demonstration activity



The MRV elements for REDD-plus 
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REDD+ in a UNFCCC/IPCC: Rules of the Game
REDD-plus:  Decision 4/CP.15

Recognizing the need for full and effective engagement of
indigenous peoples and local communities in, and the potential
contribution of their knowledge to, monitoring and reporting of
activities relating to decision 1/CP.13, paragraph 1 (b) (iii)

Par. 3) Encourages, as appropriate, the development of guidance
for effective engagement of indigenous peoples and local
communities in monitoring and reporting;

Decision 4/CP.15: 

Methodological guidance for REDD-plus



REDD+ in a UNFCCC/IPCC: Rules of the GameUN-REDD view on Participatory Monitoring

Participatory monitoring :

• Should be part of a comprehensive strategy to provide full and effective
participation to indigenous peoples and local communities

• Leads to multiple benefits (e.g., local community empowerment, cost-
effectiveness of data collection, decrease in risk of reversals)

• Can be a key feature of intra-national benefit distribution schemes

• Can serve as a means to validate data collected and reported as part of the
National Forest Monitoring System

Participatory monitoring activities can include:

• Measurement of basic forest properties related to C stocks/removals (e.g.,
tree count, species, DBH)

• Information on how the safeguards are being addressed/respected



Potential scheme for National Forest Monitoring Systems
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