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REDD+ Benefits Beyond CarbonREDD+ Benefits Beyond Carbon

• Actions under REDD+ have the potential to 
generate a wide range of benefits includinggenerate a wide range of benefits, including
– Contributing to biodiversity conservation
– Securing ecosystem servicesSecuring ecosystem services

• Hydrological services, regulating water quantity and 
quality

• Soil conservation & control of sedimentation• Soil conservation & control of sedimentation
• Provision of timber and NTFPs
• Pollination
• . . . 

– Enhancing human well‐being
• Improved livelihoodsp
• Clarified rights to resources
• . . .



REDD+ : Risks REDD+ : Risks 

• Environmental 
– Replacement of natural forest 
with plantation
Di l f– Displacement of pressures to 
locations and systems of 
conservation importanceconservation importance

• Social
– Reduced access to resources
– Limited participation
– Poor governance



Safeguards Addressg
Benefits & Risks  of REDD+

• Countries have agreed to promote and 
support themsupport them

• Formulation is (necessarily) general –
countries need to decide how to apply pp y
them

• Some concerns that, especially through 
emphasis on benefits as well as risks, 
they:
– Broaden the agenda
– Place additional burdens on countries, 



For Successful REDD+For Successful REDD+

• Delivery on climate objectives is not enough
• Multiple benefits may be the key to convincing 
stakeholders that REDD+ is worthwhile



Evidence is neededEvidence is needed

• Focusing on environmental benefits, this paper describes ways of 
assembling evidence and using it tog g

• Address safeguards
– identify and describe potential benefits (& risks)

• Explore synergies and trade‐offs
• Present clearly what REDD+ can deliver y



Mapping ecosystems:
Id tif i g  i t t f  Identifying areas important for 

biodiversity & ecosystem services
• Many  services and values of interest vary with location 
• This makes maps a useful way to identify areas of importance
• Overlaying maps can help to explore relationships and opportunities for 

synergy



Potential for biodiversity y
benefits in Nigeria



Carbon stock & existing g
Protected Areas in Panama



Identifying cost-effective y g
solutions

• Requires assessing costs:
– Opportunity costspp y
– Implementation costs
– Transaction costs



Assessing options for REDD+ g p
action



Valuation – establishing g
economic values of benefits -

Monetary Non ‐Monetary

Value of multiple ecosystem services 
th t h t f th Ri FSummary of values  (in Int. 2007 $/ha/year) 

from studies on tropical forests based on 
TEEB database (van der Ploeg et al. 2010) 

across the catchment of the River Frome 
in Dorset, England  (Newton et al. Journal 
of Applied Ecology 2012)



Multi-criterion analyses (e.g. Marxan) 

id if  l i  i  l i   identify solutions in relation to 
priorities, benefits, & costs



Scenario Analysis: 
Assessing REDD+ impacts in a Assessing REDD+ impacts in a 
complex and changing future

• Range of possible futures (outside REDD remit )
• Examining implications of decisionsg p
• Modelling can assess possible impacts of options

Global  Order from  Adapting  Techno
Orchestration  Strength Mosaic Garden



ConclusionsConclusions

• Taking account of risks & benefits can 
strengthen case for REDD+ actiong

• Informed decisions & factors 
considered are up to countriesp

• Need to understand consequences of 
choices on how & where REDD+ ischoices on how & where REDD+ is 
implemented

• Relevant tools exist & are being appliedRelevant tools exist & are being applied

• Sharing  experience & monitoring 
results can help to move forwardresults can help to move forward



Paper available at:  
http://www.unredd.net/index.php?option=com_docp p p p _
man&task=doc_download&gid=8419&Itemid=53

Thank you for listening!


