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Presentation Notes
In many ways, the event achieved what it set out to do, which was to:   Reaffirm the importance of REDD as a cornerstone of global efforts against climate change  Build additional momentum for including an efficient, effective and equitable REDD mechanism within the overall    framework of a global deal on climate change in Copenhagen  Explore ways of mobilizing support for countries to get ready and implement early actions on REDD The event echoed the idea that REDD, almost uniquely, could be a win-win-win for climate, forests/biodiversity and ecosystems and people, as long as safeguards for equity and efficiency were guaranteed.  Moreover, because developing countries have demonstrated commendable political leadership in placing REDD on the global agenda, and industrialized countries, with Norway in the lead, have responded with generous support, REDD is a showcase for practical partnerships between the North and the South. 



A Successful Team Effort 
of Global Mobilization for the REDD Agenda 

Proposed by UNEP  Endorsed by the UN-REDD Policy Board  Driven by 
Norway and PNG, with support from DRC Mandated by the UN Secretary-

General  Organized by the UN-REDD Programme
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Presentation Notes
As you know, the idea of holding an event was first proposed by our own Ibrahim Thiaw of UNEP.  This proposal was then endorsed at the second UN-REDD Policy Board meeting.  Due to the remarkable efforts of Norway and PNG, with support from DRC, the idea became a reality, when the SG committed to hosting the   event.  The SG recognized the significant advancement of the issue of REDD in countries of both the North and South.  It was his intention to build on this momentum, as well as the momentum from his Climate Summit of the previous day, 22 September, to make further progress between nations to develop a viable REDD mechanism.  He then passed the task of organizing the event back to the UN-REDD Programme.A dynamic and motivated inter-UN agency team of UNEP, UNDP, FAO and Secretariat staff undertook the rigorous work to make this event happen – with almost daily conference calls and massive communication and organizational challenges.Simultaneously, teams of high level Norway & PNG colleagues engaged every few days with UN-REDD and Secretary General’s office staff to work on the outreach and confirmation of the Heads of State – as well as the possibility of a hard-hitting and newsworthy “Communique” – which ultimately was not put forward



Head of State (Speakers)
President of Republic of Congo, Denis Sassou-Nguesso, On behalf of the AU
Prime Minister of Norway, Jens Stoltenberg
Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Michael T. Somare, On behalf of CfRN
President of Guyana, Bharrat Jagdeo
Prime Minister of Sweden, Fredrik Reinfeldt, On behalf of the EU
Prime Minister of Australia, Kevin Rudd

Head of State (Present)
President of Cameroon, Paul Biya
Prime Minister of the Central African Republic, Faustin-Archange Touadera
President of Equatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo
Prime Minister of Grenada, Tillman Thomas
H.R.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco
President of Sierra Leone, Ernest Bai Koroma
President of Timor-Leste, Jose  Ramos-Horta
Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Ham Lini

14 Heads of State in Attendance
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Over 100 countries were represented at the event, with 16 Heads of State and Government in attendance.



Head of State Speakers
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The event revealed significant alignment on the fact that preventing the destruction of the world’s forests is one of the smartest, quickest, and cost-effective investments we can make to limit climate change, provided the necessary support is provided to developing countries to protect their forest.  Countries agreed on the necessity of the inclusion of a REDD mechanism in a Copenhagen Deal and several leaders commended Norway for taking the lead in making a breakthrough commitment to finance initial REDD activities.  Head of State -- SpeakersPresident of Republic of Congo, Denis Sassou-Nguesso, On behalf of the AUPrime Minister of Norway, Jens StoltenbergPrime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Michael T. Somare, On behalf of CfRNPresident of Guyana, Bharrat JagdeoPrime Minister of Sweden, Fredrik Reinfeldt, On behalf of the EUPrime Minister of Australia, Kevin RuddQuotes“The UN-REDD Programme is aimed exactly at developing the framework, the mechanisms, the measurements, the standards, on how to be able to cope with deforestation in an agreement.” – PM, Norway“I believe immediate action on REDD plus should be included in Copenhagen” – PM, Sweden“Forest carbon market mechanisms must be included on our post-2012 agreements… I commend this initiative andcommend the United Nations for bringing focus on this to bear, but the real task will lie in Copenhagen to make sure this is taken from the margins to the centre.” – PM, Australia“Without strong action on REDD plus, it may be impossible to avoid global warming levels” – PM, PNG			 



Political Commitment from 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Environment
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Following the Heads of State, several Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Environment spoke on the importance of REDD, including…Ministers - SpeakersForeign Minister of Democratic Republic of Congo, Alexis Thambwe MwambaMinister of the Environment of Indonesia, Rachmat WitoelarMinister of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador, Fander FalconiMinister of Environment of Japan, Sakihito OzawaMinister of Environment, Housing and Territorial Development of Colombia, Carlos Costa PosadaMinister of the State Forestry Administration of China, Jia ZhibangMinister of Environment of Bangladesh, Hasan MahmudMichael Jacobs, on behalf of the Prime Minister of United Kingdom, Gordon Brown Quotes“UN-REDD is helping Indonesia develop a REDD architecture” and “This December, the UNFCCC meeting in Copenhagen will be our golden opportunity to “seal the deal”.  That deal, if is to be a good one, must have a large forest component.” – ME, Indonesia “The fight against climate change cannot happen without our countries…The issue cannot ignore the 60 million people who live in or near forests” – FM, DRC“We are prepared to provide active support in terms of funding and technology, and to promote global partnership as an active contributor” and “REDD should be handled as one of the most urgent measures to combat climate change” – ME, Japan“There needs to be increased collaboration between the various REDD initiatives” – rep. on behalf of PM, UK“I…put forward the following proposal in regard of REDD…Developed countries shall make commitment in first to helping developing countries with reducing deforestation and forest degradation and enhancing sustainable forest management.”  - Minister, State Forestry Administration, China  It was the intention of US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to attend, but she was held up in a very important meeting with President Obama at the time.  We truly appreciate the efforts of the US State Department to confirm her attendance and look forward to working more with the US on this issue.



More than 150 Civil Society Leaders
Diverse and high-level representation from foundations, think tanks, 
academia, civil society, non-governmental organizations, local & IPs
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There were also more than 150 leaders from governments, foundations, think tanks, academia, civil society, non-governmental organizations, local and indigenous peoples, and the media were present.  To name just a few...Chairman, President, and CEO, American Electric Power, Mike MorrisPresident and CEO, Center for American Progress, John PodestaUS Special Envoy for Climate Change, Todd SternThe US Climate and Forests CommissionFormer Canadian Prime Minister and Co-Chair, Congo Basin Forest Fund (CBFF), Paul Martin Director, UNFF, Jan McAlpine Director-General, ICRAF, Dennis Garrity Director-General, WWF International, James Leape Founder, Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Steven E. Sanderson Executive Director, Greenpeace International, Gred Leipold President & CEO, TNC, Mark TercekChair, Terrestrial Carbon Group, Ralph AshtonDirector, Climate Focus, Charlotte Streck Additional high level representation from:Amazonas Foundation, Asian Development Bank, Avoided Deforestation Partnership, Baker & McKenzie LLP, Clinton Foundation, Colgate University, Columbia University, Conservation International, Duke University, Friends of the Earth, Google, Greenpeace, IUCN, Moore Foundation, Packard Foundation, UNF, Union of Concerned Scientists, UNITARReception: And we were blessed with the presence of Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chair, UNPFII and Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate during the reception.  There is no measure to the significance of having Victoria and Wangari there to champion the REDD cause and represent the local and indigenous peoples’ perspectives on the issue.  We are so very grateful to you, Vicky, for joining us and guiding us in our efforts to develop and equitable REDD mechanism.



Demonstration of UN / Bretton Woods 
Partnership to Advance REDD
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As the Secretary-General stated during the event, REDD is a “model of innovative leadership and partnership”.  The event went a long way in underlining the importance of a strong, global partnership to make REDD work, highlighting the importance of coordination, information-sharing and innovative and collaborative efforts among tropical forest countries, civil society actors, the United Nations system, the World Bank, and bilateral donors.   We were honored to have the President of the World Bank as a speaker at the event; with Jacques Diouf, Director-General, FAO and Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP participating as the Official Rapporteurs; and Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator chairing after the SG’s departure.

http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=cbertel.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fao.org%2Fenglish%2Fdg%2Fdioufcv.htm�


Significant Global Media Attention

Agence de Presse Africaine
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The event was covered by numerous major media outlets, including the Economist, Le Monde, The New York Times, the African Press Agency, Jakarta Post, CNN, IISD, UN News Centre and Guyana Chronicle.  The press release has also appeared on more than one hundred web pages of the NGO, climate and forest community. This type of media attention will help build public awareness and support for REDD.  Another major outcome of this event was the initiation of an important partnership with Edelman through the Coalition for Rainforest Nations, the PR firm which assisted in getting the news of this event out through several channels.  We may be working together in the run-up to Copenhagen and after.



“We are willing to trust you – to offer our 
forests –but would we have willing 
partners on the other side? . . . 1.5 cents 
per day on average for each person in an 
Annex I country. That is what it takes to 
deliver seven gigatonnes of cuts.”

-- President of Guyana, Bharrat Jagdeo
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Notably, the event provided an inspiring and powerful illustration of the ability of the UN-REDD Programme to mobilize, activate and unite diverse populations from almost every nation under a common framework for action to address climate change. I end with a final quote from the President of Guyana, who spoke eloquently about the need for political will, commitments from both the developing forested nations and developed countries, and the feasibility and hope for a Copenhagen deal that includes an effective and equitable REDD mechanism.



Thanks to the Policy Board for supporting 
this event to mobilize political will  and 

advance the global REDD agenda

View the webcast at: un.org/webcast/2009
and find documentation at: un-redd.org
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