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Speech by Chairperson of the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC) Mumo Matemu, MBS, during the Official launch of the National Task Force on Anti-Corruption for REDD+ on Thursday 27th November, 2014 at Silver Springs Hotel, Nairobi Speech by Chairperson of the Ethics and Anti-
The Principal Secretary, the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources; 
The United Nations Development Partners
The Executive Director, Transparency International Kenya

The Deputy Vice Chairlady, National Lands Commission

Media Fraternity;

Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good morning!

It gives me great pleasure to be part of this important occasion of launching the National Task Force on Anti-Corruption for REDD+ and the Corruption Risk Assessment for REDD+ in Kenya.

From the very onset, I wish to commend the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources for their interventions in mainstreaming accountability and transparency in the Forestry Sector. 
Ladies and Gentlemen;
The Constitution of Kenya 2010, introduced major reforms in forestry sector; indeed, Article 69 (b) stipulates that we must maintain a tree cover of at least ten per cent of the land area of Kenya.  This obligation cannot be met without collaboration from all the stakeholders.  Kenya is a signatory to the UNFCCC’s Cancun Agreement, 2010 which has identified governance measures, including transparency and accountability mechanism as indispensable. The REDD+ initiative relies on a robust implementation framework.

may seem remote but deforestation affects us all. It destroys some of the most beautiful places in the world, the last remaining original pristine forests and their biological diversity. It threatens the livelihoods of millions of people, some of them among the world’s poorest. Globally, it contributes over 20 per cent of annual greenhouse gas emissions, more than the entire transport sector.It may seem remote but deforestation affects us all. It destroys some of the most beautiful places in the world, the last remaining original pristine forests and their biological diversity. It threatens the livelihoods of millions of people, some of them among the world’s poorest. Globally, it contributes over 20 per cent of annual greenhouse gas emissions, more than the entire transport sector.

The World Bank estimates up to US$23 billion worth of wood is illegally cut each year. This results in lost revenue of US$10 billion. As many of these primal forests are in the developing world, it robs these societies of precious revenue, thwarting development goals and keeping people in poverty. If we want to end poverty and protect the environment, such illegal logging needs to be curbed.

Given that logs are large and need infrastructure to be cut, transported and sold, illegal logging can only survive with the connivance of many people. Thus, corruption plays a key role. Such corruption can be high-level: politicians can decide who gets land concessions, give contracts to friends and relatives, or allow logging without appropriate permits. But even low-level officers can turn a blind eye to trees being cut, or ignore illegal transport.

Corruption also undermines conservation by siphoning off funds meant to protect our forests. Although still under development, there are concerns that the US$29-33 billion per year projected to flow to protect forests could be skimmed by the same corrupt actors
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Ladies and Gentlemen;

As you all know, deforestation like corruption affects us all but remedies to its effects are best utilized when they are locally relevant, rather than one-size-fits-all. It is estimated that US$23 billion worth of wood is illegally cut each year.  Many of these forests are in developing countries, hence, it robs us precious revenue, thwart our develop goals and keeps us in poverty.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

If we want to end poverty and protect our environment, such illegal loggings needs to be curbed. It is with this in mind that the Commission has agreed to collaborate with other key stakeholders.  To this end, a number of initiatives have been undertaken;

a) Published a “Corruption Risk Assessment in REDD+ in Kenya”.  2013.  The reports highlighted a number of issues namely: promote broad based stakeholders participation decision making in REDD+ processes; developing measures to strengthen licensing and tendering process; examination of draft bills; develop a code of conduct among others.
b) Inaugural meeting of the National Task Force on Anti-Corruption for REDD+
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The REDD+ initiative is informed by the threat of increased levels of corruption in the Forestry Sector given the ongoing forest reforms implementation. The Commission recognises the need for a comprehensive framework to diagnose, assess and monitor accountability and transparency in forestry sector. The quality of governance will determine whether the forest resources are used efficiently, sustainably and equitably.
The Commission has indeed received complaints and reports from various stakeholders which range from:
· Illegal logging which enriches the corruption individual while impoverishing the community 

· Failure to follow laid down procedures and guidelines in procurement, recruitment and financial management; failure to prioritize projects in the forestry sector;

· Conflict of interest; 

· Inefficiencies in the provision of public services; 

· Fraudulent acquisition of public property such as land; 

If these forms of corruption are not addressed with the seriousness it deserves, it will impede the achievements envisaged under the economic pillar of Kenya’s vision 2030 and deny Kenyans the fruits of devolution.  While the Commission will continue to undertake its mandate of law enforcement, we are aware that it is better to prevent than to cure.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today we are launching the National Task Force on Anti-Corruption for REDD+.  The National Task Force has an initial membership drawn from the Ministry of Environment Water and Natural Resources, the National Land Commission, the indigenous people, UNDP, and other stakeholders.  The members of the Task Force clearly have their work cut out given the challenges outlined above. 
It is now my humble pleasure and honor to declare the National Task Force officially launched. 

Thank you for your audience and May God Bless You!
MR. MUMO MATEMU, EBS
CHAIRPERSON, EACC
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