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Cancun	  Agreements	  
 

68.	  Encourages	  all	  Par3es	  to	  find	  effec3ve	  ways	  to	  
reduce	  the	  human	  pressure	  on	  forests	  that	  results	  
in	  greenhouse	  gas	  emissions,	  including	  ac3ons	  to	  
address	  drivers	  of	  deforesta3on;	  	  
	  

72.	  Also	  requests	  developing	  country	  Par3es,	  when	  
developing	  and	  implemen3ng	  their	  na3onal	  
strategies	  or	  ac3on	  plans,	  to	  address,	  inter	  alia,	  
drivers	  of	  deforesta3on	  and	  forest	  degrada3on,	  …	  
	  



Fresh	  from	  Warsaw	  
2.	  Recognizes	  that	  drivers	  of	  deforesta3on	  and	  forest	  
degrada3on	  have	  many	  causes,	  and	  that	  ac3ons	  to	  address	  
these	  drivers	  are	  unique	  to	  countries’	  na3onal	  
circumstances,	  capaci3es	  and	  capabili3es;	  	  
	  

3.	  Encourages	  Par3es,	  organiza3ons	  and	  the	  private	  sector	  to	  
take	  ac3on	  to	  reduce	  the	  drivers	  of	  deforesta3on	  and	  forest	  
degrada3on;	  	  
	  

4.	  Encourages	  all	  Par3es,	  relevant	  organiza3ons,	  and	  the	  
private	  sector	  and	  other	  stakeholders,	  to	  con3nue	  their	  work	  
to	  address	  drivers	  of	  deforesta3on	  and	  forest	  degrada3on	  
and	  to	  share	  the	  results	  	  



What	  are	  “direct	  drivers”?	  
Direct drivers of deforestation and forest degradation 
are human activities that directly impact forest cover 
and result in loss of carbon stocks. Agriculture is 
estimated to be the direct driver for around 80% of 
deforestation worldwide.  
 

Mining, infrastructure and urban expansion are 
important but less prominent.  
 

Findings on global patterns of degradation indicate that 
(commercial) timber extraction accounts for more than 
70% of total degradation in Latin America and 
(sub)tropical Asia.	  



What	  are	  “indirect	  drivers”?	  
Indirect	  drivers	  are	  complex	  interac3ons	  of	  social,	  economic,	  
poli3cal,	  cultural	  and	  technological	  processes	  that	  affect	  the	  
direct	  drivers	  to	  cause	  deforesta3on	  or	  forest	  degrada3on.	  
They	  act	  at	  mul3ple	  scales:	  interna3onal	  (markets,	  
commodity	  prices),	  na3onal	  (popula3on	  growth,	  domes3c	  
markets,	  na3onal	  policies,	  governance)	  and	  local	  
circumstances	  (subsistence,	  poverty).	  	  
	  

Many	  REDD+	  readiness	  plans	  iden3fy	  weak	  forest	  sector	  
governance	  and	  ins3tu3ons,	  weak	  cross-‐sectoral	  
coordina3on,	  and	  illegal	  ac3vi3es	  (related	  to	  weak	  
enforcement)	  as	  cri3cal	  indirect	  drivers.	  



Forest	  gain	  2000-‐2012	  

  
http://
earthenginepartners.appsp
ot.com/science-2013-
global-forest 



Asia-‐Pacific	  region	  

Forest	  areas	  
are	  expanding	  

… but	  is	  s3ll	  
losing	  carbon!	  



Forest	  loss	  2000-‐2012	  
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Oil	  palm	  produc3on	  (Harvested	  area)	  
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Affec3ng	  drivers	  
Interven3ons	  can	  engage	  actors	  at	  various	  scales,	  for	  
instance	  commodity	  roundtables	  and	  public-‐private	  sector	  
partnerships.	  Consumer	  and	  producer	  countries	  have	  a	  
range	  of	  tools	  and	  interven3ons	  to	  address	  interna3onal	  
ac3vi3es	  driving	  deforesta3on.	  These	  can	  be	  voluntary	  
measures	  (e.g.	  EU	  Voluntary	  Partnership	  Agreements,	  
procurement	  and	  sourcing	  commitments)	  or	  regulatory	  (such	  
as	  import	  controls).	  Where	  demand-‐	  and	  supply-‐side	  
interven3ons	  are	  mutually	  reinforcing,	  there	  will	  be	  greater	  
chance	  to	  affect	  driver	  ac3vity.	  



Affec3ng	  drivers	  
Na3onal-‐level	  interven3ons	  can	  include	  a	  range	  of	  incen3ves	  
(e.g.	  tax	  policies,	  benefit-‐sharing),	  disincen3ves	  (e.g.	  
moratoria,	  fees,	  reduc3on	  of	  “perverse”	  policies,	  such	  as	  low	  
land	  rents	  or	  price	  support	  schemes	  for	  agricultural	  
products)	  and	  enabling	  measures	  (e.g.	  adequate	  governance,	  
strict	  enforcement,	  policies	  and	  land-‐use	  planning,	  secure	  
tenure	  rights).	  	  
	  

Local-‐level	  interven3ons	  need	  to	  be	  suited	  to	  local	  
condi3ons,	  but	  considered	  within	  the	  context	  of	  na3onal	  
REDD+	  plans	  to	  ensure	  the	  right	  incen3ves,	  enabling	  
condi3ons,	  and	  policy	  levers	  are	  in	  place.	  



 

Thomas Enters!
!

thomas.enters@unep.org!
!

Thank You!
 

Website: http://www.un-redd.org!
!
!
!
!

For	  more	  informa3on	  see:	  
Kissinger,	  G.,	  M.	  Herold,	  V.	  De	  Sy.	  Drivers	  of	  Deforesta3on	  and	  Forest	  
Degrada3on:	  A	  Synthesis	  Report	  for	  REDD+	  Policymakers.	  Lexeme	  
Consul3ng,	  Vancouver	  Canada,	  August	  2012.	  
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