Public Letter/COONAPIP/065-13

Panama, March 25, 2013

Mr.

Mario Boccucci, Secretary of UN-REDD

Mrs.

Kim Bolduc, Resident Coordinator of the UN System in Panama

Mrs.

Margarita Astralaga, Regional Director, Regional Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean, United Nations Program for the Environment

Mr.

Deep Ford, Sub-regional Coordinator for Central America and the Dominican Republic and Panama Representative, United Nations Organization for Food and Agriculture

Mr.

SilvanoVergara, Administrator of the National Environmental Authority ANAM Panama

Dear Sirs:

In response to your note ANAM - UNREDD PROGRAM, dated March 8 and received electronically on March 14 of this year, in which you refer to us as "strategic partners of the UNREDD Program"; and you reiterate your commitment to "comply with the United Nations declaration on indigenous peoples. "

In this regard, the Indigenous Peoples of Panama, gathered in COONAPIP, publicly declare the following:

1. The COONAPIP decision is categorical and definitive; we withdraw completely from the UNREDD-PANAMA Program. This is to say, we are not, nor will we be, objects of the program to which “we deny our consent.”

2. Regarding the proposal of UNREDD, about finding a facilitator and the offer of an external evaluation of the UNREDD Program-PANAMA, we ask you publicly if this will be the remedy of the United Nations in the practical application of the provision referred to as Free and Informed Prior Consent; in other words, that when indigenous peoples refuse their consent, the following step will be to offer a mediation and external evaluation? With regards this offer from UNREDD, we declare categorically that “COONAPIP is not interested”, given that since February 25, 2013 we are not a part of the disastrous UNREDD-PANAMA Program.

3. COONAPIP manifests that the only way that our General Assembly might again generate interest in a formal relationship of cooperation, would be under the following conditions: 

a. The TOTAL AND FINAL CLOSURE OF THE UNREDD-PANAMA PROGRAM CURRENTLY IN EXISTENCE, that includes a total restructuring of the current personnel (regional and national) at the leadership of all the implementing agencies of UN-REDD PANAMA, given that there is no trust and much less any guarantees of the application of the rights of indigenous peoples that the officials of the United Nations organization are obligated to respect.  

b. THE REDEFINITION OF THE UN-REDD PROGRAM, IN ITS DIRECT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, who are and will continue to be the true guardians and protectors of our mother earth, as owners and holders of rights to our ancestral and traditional lands and territories. This redefinition implies the revision and adjustment of the Global Policies, operational guidelines, mechanisms of implementation and safeguards, in accordance with the maximum standards of the rights of indigenous peoples enshrined in the international norms, national legislation, and the norms and practices customary to indigenous peoples, recognized and adopted by the member countries of the United Nations. 

c. THE DESIGN OF A NEW REDD INITIATIVE OWNED BY THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF PANAMA. In other words, formulated, managed, implemented, run, audited and evaluated by the indigenous peoples themselves. The context of the PEIP of COONAPIP, designed in 2010, fell short and was insufficient, accordingly the said document would be expanded in accordance with the real needs and aspirations of our peoples.

4. Regardless of the above, given the violation of our human rights, which threatens the security of our mother earth and hence our lives, as well as the discriminatory acts that we were subjected to by the UN agencies and the Government of Panama, and by their officials. In accordance with the mandate of the Assembly of COONAPIP, we will continue our actions of denunciation and lawsuits against UNREDD with the corresponding international authorities. 

We know that United Nations officials have taken it upon themselves to incite and subdue some of the leaders of the indigenous peoples, under the pretext of supporting them with programs and projects directly financed by the various United Nations agencies. In this regard, COONAPIP, as a collective body of the indigenous peoples of Panama, has maintained its position of respect to the decisions adopted by each of the indigenous communities of Panama. However, COONAPIP cannot neglect to reiterate our denunciation of the UN-REDD PROGRAM, given that the facts demonstrate clear interference and manipulation of some indigenous leaders, in order to undermine the unity of the indigenous peoples gathered in COONAPIP, and to try to weaken us. We hold the officials related to the joint UNREDD/ANAM-PANAMA program of the United Nations, fully accountable for attempting against the unity of the indigenous peoples of Panama.

We reiterate that the National Coordination of the Indigenous Peoples of Panama (COONAPIP), on principle, do not consent to any program that undermines, tramples upon or tries to deceive with false expectations any of the indigenous peoples of Panama and hence of the world.

That is why we make this letter public, calling upon the unity of the indigenous peoples from all continents, nations, governments and indigenous communities in the world, as true protectors and guardians of the life of our Mother Earth and our future generations, to make use of their full right to free and informed prior consent, against the raising of false expectations and the violation of our rights as indigenous peoples. Likewise we call upon indigenous organizations (NGOs), allied and solidarity civil society organizations, and international cooperation bodies to maintain ethical principals with recognition and respect for the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

"For the life of our mother earth and of our children, we will use our full right to give free and informed prior consent"

With no further matters to discuss, 

Betanio Chiquidama

General Chief EmberaWounaan
Embera Wounaan Region

President of COONAPIP

ElibardoMembache

General Chief of the Collective Lands of Embera Wounaan

Secretary of COONAPIP

cc:

COONAPIP Authorities

National and International Community
