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1. [bookmark: _Toc402451150]Introduction 

Sri Lanka is a signatory to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The Government under the leadership of Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy, seeks to maximize Sri Lanka’s contribution in addressing climate change by increasing the resilience of its people and its eco systems through adaptation measures, and by decreasing the intensity of climate change itself through mitigation measures. The climate change policy[footnoteRef:1] of Sri Lanka’s goal is to adapt to and mitigate climate change impacts within the framework of sustainable development. Sri Lanka’s forests, remnants of a unique ancient civilization, includes 2 million hectares. They can make a significant contribution to both adaptation and mitigation of climate change. Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy seeks to develop a national strategy for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation, plus conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks (REDD+)[footnoteRef:2]. Thus, Sri Lanka’s national programme under the United Nations Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries (UN-REDD) is an important initiative in supporting REDD and REDD+ readiness activities.  Since effective implementation of REDD+ requires the full and effective participation of all stakeholders. Not only is this self-evident, based on decades of experience with natural resource management projects around the world, but it is required as one of the “Cancun safeguards”. Effective engagement can only occur with stakeholders who are aware of the issue on which their engagement is required. Consequently, awareness raising is a pre-requisite to effective engagement[footnoteRef:3].   [1:  The Climate Change Secretariat of Sri Lanka (2013). “Climate Change Policy”. 23 December 2013.
    <http://www.climatechange.lk/Documents/Climate_Change_Policy/Climate_Change_Policy_English.pdf>]  [2:  Sri Lanka REDD+ Readiness Preparation Proposal (2012), UN-REDD Programme.]  [3:  Stakeholder Awareness Baseline Survey (February 2014). REDD + Cambodia Taskforce Secretariat. 
] 


Awareness raising is an essential priorities to create the framework conditions for a successful REDD+ readiness process. There is a great need to enhance existing awareness, address major challenges through communication and to facilitate effective and informed stakeholder engagement. Some of the major challenges includes:   

1. Confused understanding of the REDD+ and the Sri Lanka UN-REDD National Programme.
2. Sri Lanka UN-REDD National Programme is seen as a forestry project and therefore concerns only the Forest Department. 
3. High expectations for activities to happen on the ground, during the current- REDD+ readiness phase.
4. Expectations among general public to gain economic benefits than relying on social and other benefits of REDD+ collective action.  
5. Lack of understanding and agreement on the optimum forest cover for Sri Lanka and how REDD+ will contribute in achieving national development goals.

Since efficient awareness raising must be based on an assessment of which stakeholder groups require increased awareness on which topics, the Programme Management Unit (PMU) developed a questionnaire adopting a similar version developed by the REDD+ Cambodia Programme and translating into local one of the major languages. This questionnaire was distributed among various stakeholders—participants those who attended Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme events organised by the PMU and the Forest Department (FD).  Taking advantage different stakeholder groups those who participated for such events, this assessment was conducted from February to September 2014. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc402451151]Methodology 

The assessment questionnaire included basic information on respondents’ connection with the Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme, stakeholder group and their position or occupation. Four questions designed to assess participants’ perceptions of their knowledge about climate change, REDD+, UN-REDD Programme and their interest in being engaged in different aspects of REDD+ Readiness.  Also questionnaire included series of questions (15 questions) to which participants were asked to answer “True”, “False”, or “Don’t know”. Participants were asked to identify to what aspect of aspects of the Sri Lanka REDD+ Programme they would like to participate in. Respondents were invited to provide their sex, age but not the name or other identical data. Data entry of questionnaires was administered Mr. Nishantha Mallawaarachchi, Communications Officer, Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme. Ms. Keiko Nomura, Programme Officer (UN-REDD), of the United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (UNEP/ROAP) provided data analysis, following in which Mr. Nishantha Mallawaarachchi compiled this report. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc341021860][bookmark: _Toc341022819][bookmark: _Toc357476805][bookmark: _Toc402451152]Results on basic information, perceptions of their knowledge about climate change, REDD+, UN-REDD Programme

A total of 160 submissions were considered as used for analyses, received from different stakeholder group shown in the following chart:

[image: ] 

As respondents indicated their occupational position, 15 were belonged to the category of Director/Senior Manager positions. 29 were Deputy Director/ Assistant Managers, 8 were Chairman, 2 Company/Business Owners, 5 were Researchers, 2 were Consultant/Advisors, and 2 others were Coordinator/Coordinating Secretary, and, 7 Officer/Management Assistants, while 38 were Technical Officers. Thirty one were belonged to the “other” category and 14 did not filled this section. Out of 160 submissions 108 (71 percent) questioners were filled by male respondents whilst 44 were (29 percent) were identified to be female respondents.  
The average age was 42 years for all respondents. 

Average scores for indicated respondents perceptions as follows: 



With an overall score of 6 participants provided their responses to the question of “How much do you feel you know about Climate Change in general” by different stakeholder groups as follows: 




With an overall score of 5.2, they have indicated their feeling on the awareness about REDD+ in general as shown in the chart below:



Overall scored was 5.3 for the “How much do you feel you know about the Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme?”


With an overall score of 4.5, stakeholders indicated that they are being involved in the Sri Lanka UN-REDD/REDD+ Programme as shown below: 




4. [bookmark: _Toc402451153]Results on series of questions; Climate Change, REDD+ and Deforestation 

Respondents were asked to indicate Yes, No or Don’t Know for 15 questions. The first question was “According to your understanding, Climate Change issues are very much relevant to Sri Lanka?” Among the respondents 95 percent (95%) indicated “Yes” as their answer, 4 % as “No” and 1 % as “Don’t Know”. 



Eighty four percent (84 %) believe that “REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change” where 7 % won’t, 6 percent is unsure (indicated as ‘Don’t know’) and 2 percent did not answer. However some participants did not receive this questions as it was not included in the initial questionnaire.  


There were 3 questions on forest destruction, major causes and its relevance with REDD+ and if Sri Lanka implement REDD+ whether or not it will mean no more trees can be cut. Analysis shows 90 % believe that “Destroying forests is a major cause of climate change” but 6 percent believe it is not. Two percent says they do not know the answer and two percent did not answered. 

Twenty One percent believe that shifting cultivation as a major cause of deforestation. Sixty three percent believe shifting cultivation is not a major cause of deforestation. Thirteen percent indicated that they don’t know the answer and 3 percent did not answered this question. 



Respondents were asked if Sri Lanka implements REDD+, whether or not will mean no more trees be cut or they do not know the answer. Nineteen percent indicated “Yes” as the answer and 62 % as “No”. Eighteen percent don’t know the answer and 2 percent did not provide a response to this question.   

















5. [bookmark: _Toc402451154]Responses by different stakeholders on their preference to be involved with Sri Lanka REDD+ 
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Total: 160 submissions
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]

Government	Local NGO	International NGO	UN/Specialized Agency 	Academia/University 	Private Sector	Indigenous People 	Activist/Social Worker	Public Representative/Politician  	Student 	Think-tank member	(Did not fill)	84	33	0	8	2	5	3	4	0	10	0	11	
a) How much do you feel you know about Climate Change in general?	b) How much do you feel you know about REDD+ in general?	c) How much do you feel you know about the Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme?	d) How much have you been involved in the Sri Lanka UN-REDD/REDD+ Programme?	6.0250000000000004	5.2012578616352201	5.2564102564102564	4.4740259740259738	

Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	8.5	5.75	6.1428571428571432	6	6.1515151515151514	4.4000000000000004	4.5	6.75	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	4.5	5.75	5.1785714285714288	6	5.3636363636363633	5	3.2	6.75	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	5	5.5	4.9642857142857144	4	5.666666666666667	5.25	3.6	9	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	2	5.75	4.1219512195121952	4.333333333333333	4.7333333333333334	4.25	3.1	9.375	Yes	
1) According to your understanding, Climate Change issues are very much relevant to Sri Lanka	2) REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change*	3) Destroying forests is a major cause of climate change	4) Major cause of deforestation is shifting cultivation.	5) If Sri Lanka implements REDD+, it will mean no more trees can be cut 	0.95	0.84251968503937003	0.9	0.21167883211678831	0.1875	No	
1) According to your understanding, Climate Change issues are very much relevant to Sri Lanka	2) REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change*	3) Destroying forests is a major cause of climate change	4) Major cause of deforestation is shifting cultivation.	5) If Sri Lanka implements REDD+, it will mean no more trees can be cut 	3.7499999999999999E-2	7.0866141732283464E-2	6.25E-2	0.62773722627737227	0.61875000000000002	Don't know	
1) According to your understanding, Climate Change issues are very much relevant to Sri Lanka	2) REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change*	3) Destroying forests is a major cause of climate change	4) Major cause of deforestation is shifting cultivation.	5) If Sri Lanka implements REDD+, it will mean no more trees can be cut 	1.2500000000000001E-2	6.2992125984251968E-2	1.8749999999999999E-2	0.13138686131386862	0.17499999999999999	(Did not fill)	
1) According to your understanding, Climate Change issues are very much relevant to Sri Lanka	2) REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change*	3) Destroying forests is a major cause of climate change	4) Major cause of deforestation is shifting cultivation.	5) If Sri Lanka implements REDD+, it will mean no more trees can be cut 	0	2.3622047244094488E-2	1.8749999999999999E-2	2.9197080291970802E-2	1.8749999999999999E-2	



REDD+ is an approach to reduce the impacts of climate change 
Yes	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	56	3	29	1	7	4	No	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	4	2	Don't know	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	5	2	(Did not fill)	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	2	1	 Major cause of deforestation is shifting cultivation
Yes	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	14	3	3	5	No	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	56	3	7	1	7	2	Don't know	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	2	13	3	(Did not fill)	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	1	If Sri Lanka implements REDD+, it will mean no more trees can be cut  
Yes	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	15	1	6	2	3	No	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	54	2	25	2	4	5	Don't know	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	15	2	3	2	(Did not fill)	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	 Logging in the natural forests in Sri Lanka is banned 
Yes	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	55	3	9	2	9	5	No	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	20	1	1	1	2	Don't know	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	8	1	(Did not fill)	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	1	 If REDD+ is implemented properly, it will result in benefits to local people 
Yes	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	3	60	3	29	5	8	3	No	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	8	2	1	Don't know	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	15	2	2	2	(Did not fill)	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	2	Safeguards for REDD+ include ensuring participation of villagers and communities living in or near forests
Yes	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	59	2	30	5	7	7	No	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	2	15	1	1	1	Don't know	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	1	1	6	1	2	(Did not fill)	Academia/University 	Activist/Social Worker	Government	Indigenous People 	Local NGO	Private Sector	Student 	UN/Specialized Agency 	4	1	1	Yes	6) Destruction of forests in Sri Lanka is mainly due to natural causes?	7) Logging in the natural forests in Sri Lanka is banned*	8) Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a major cause of climate change	9) If REDD+ is implemented properly, it will result in benefits to local people	10) It is impossible to measure changes in forest cover except over a period of many years	0.15	0.66423357664233573	0.73750000000000004	0.76249999999999996	0.39622641509433965	No	6) Destruction of forests in Sri Lanka is mainly due to natural causes?	7) Logging in the natural forests in Sri Lanka is banned*	8) Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a major cause of climate change	9) If REDD+ is implemented properly, it will result in benefits to local people	10) It is impossible to measure changes in forest cover except over a period of many years	0.78749999999999998	0.23357664233576642	0.20624999999999999	7.4999999999999997E-2	0.4088050314465409	Don't know	6) Destruction of forests in Sri Lanka is mainly due to natural causes?	7) Logging in the natural forests in Sri Lanka is banned*	8) Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a major cause of climate change	9) If REDD+ is implemented properly, it will result in benefits to local people	10) It is impossible to measure changes in forest cover except over a period of many years	4.3749999999999997E-2	8.0291970802919707E-2	4.3749999999999997E-2	0.14374999999999999	0.14465408805031446	(Did not fill)	

6) Destruction of forests in Sri Lanka is mainly due to natural causes?	7) Logging in the natural forests in Sri Lanka is banned*	8) Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a major cause of climate change	9) If REDD+ is implemented properly, it will result in benefits to local people	10) It is impossible to measure changes in forest cover except over a period of many years	1.8749999999999999E-2	2.1897810218978103E-2	1.2500000000000001E-2	1.8749999999999999E-2	5.0314465408805034E-2	Yes	11) Implementing REDD+ will have negative impacts on biodiversity (wildlife)	12) Sri Lanka has been implementing REDD+ for several years already*	13) REDD+ includes efforts to conserve and sustainably manage forests 	14) There is no role for communities in implementing REDD+	15) Safeguards for REDD+ include ensuring participation of villagers and communities living in or near forests	9.4339622641509441E-2	0.21428571428571427	0.81874999999999998	0.2	0.75	No	11) Implementing REDD+ will have negative impacts on biodiversity (wildlife)	12) Sri Lanka has been implementing REDD+ for several years already*	13) REDD+ includes efforts to conserve and sustainably manage forests 	14) There is no role for communities in implementing REDD+	15) Safeguards for REDD+ include ensuring participation of villagers and communities living in or near forests	0.80503144654088055	0.2857142857142857	7.4999999999999997E-2	0.71875	0.13125000000000001	Don't know	11) Implementing REDD+ will have negative impacts on biodiversity (wildlife)	12) Sri Lanka has been implementing REDD+ for several years already*	13) REDD+ includes efforts to conserve and sustainably manage forests 	14) There is no role for communities in implementing REDD+	15) Safeguards for REDD+ include ensuring participation of villagers and communities living in or near forests	7.5471698113207544E-2	0.32142857142857145	6.8750000000000006E-2	3.7499999999999999E-2	7.4999999999999997E-2	(Did not fill)	

11) Implementing REDD+ will have negative impacts on biodiversity (wildlife)	12) Sri Lanka has been implementing REDD+ for several years already*	13) REDD+ includes efforts to conserve and sustainably manage forests 	14) There is no role for communities in implementing REDD+	15) Safeguards for REDD+ include ensuring participation of villagers and communities living in or near forests	2.5157232704402517E-2	0.17857142857142858	3.7499999999999999E-2	4.3749999999999997E-2	4.3749999999999997E-2	What aspects of the Sri Lanka REDD+ Programme would you like to participate in?
National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	68	80	74	75	42	55	36	89	What aspects of the Sri Lanka REDD+ Programme would you like to participate in? 
Academia/University 	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	1	1	Activist/Social Worker	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	1	2	1	1	2	1	3	Government	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	29	34	34	36	17	21	15	36	Indigenous People 	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	1	3	2	1	2	2	Local NGO	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	24	29	20	21	13	16	11	25	Private Sector	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	2	2	2	3	1	2	2	3	Student 	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	1	4	8	6	3	2	2	7	UN/Specialized Agency 	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	6	4	3	2	3	4	1	5	Did not answer	National planning 	Provincial planning 	Identifying specific policies or measures to reduce emissions from forests	Forest monitoring	Ensuring safeguards are applied for REDD+	Designing a system to share benefits equitably	Setting a baseline for assessment of future progress	Raising awareness among stakeholders 	5	3	5	4	3	5	4	7	Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme (2014) Stakeholder Awareness Baseline Survey   Page 16 of 17
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