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Outline of the presentation

1. Why forest crime and climate change? 

2. What is displacement? 

3. What can be done in this region? 



Why Forest Crime & Climate Change?  



Why Forest Crime & Climate Change?  

• The UNFCCC climate change (CC) agenda. Paris Agreement: <+2 degrees C. 

• Forestry has significant potential for CC mitigation. 

• Protecting forests can ‘remove’ Green House Gases (GHGs) emissions.

• Planting forests can also ‘remove’ GHGs. 

• Forestry is considered the most inexpensive way to mitigate CC. 

• Countries of the UNFCCC adopted an incentive mechanism to reward 
developing countries that reduce GHG through forestry: REDD+

• But, what are the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation? 

• Illegal logging, Organized forest crime, Unsustainable conversion of forests. 



What is REDD+? 
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1) What is ‘DISPLACEMENT’?

2) What is ‘illegal and unsustainable displacement’?



Displacement (leakage) of deforestation & 
degradation

Country A PROTECTS 
its forests

Country B is DEFORESTED, 
by selling timber/ land investment to 

Country A.



2 aspects of displacement to consider:
a) Legality
b) Sustainability







Examples:
• Timber is smuggled, so no tax revenues.
• Timber is illegally cut from protected forests. 
• Land for agriculture replaced high-biodiversity value forests.
• Land is given without consulting and compensating affected people.

Overall Climate impact: Mitigation performance by Country A could be offset by Country B!

2 aspects of displacement to consider:
a) Legality
b) Sustainability



What can be done in this region? 



In-country: 

• Improving processes for granting land leases/concessions

• Improving monitoring of land concessions 

• Improving Safeguards: Environment and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) 
requirements

• Improving forestry law enforcement 

• FLEGT

Regionally:

• Improving regional coherence in land and forest management 

• ASEAN FLEG and ASEAN Single Window

• Collaboration on transboundary crime control



Verification of legality

What is FLEGT?



Thank you


