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Bilateral Agreements



Vietnam

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Forestry between 
the State Forestry Administration of the People’s Republic of China and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 2016

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement
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Myanmar

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Forestry between 
the State Forestry Administration of the People’s Republic of China and the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar in 2017

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement

• Activity: Stop cross-border timber trade between Myanmar and Yunnan Province since 
September 2015
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Lao PDR

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding between the State Forestry Administration of the 
People’s Republic of China and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic on Cooperation in the Field of Forestry in 2017

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement
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Cambodia

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding between the State Forestry Administration of the 
People’s Republic of China and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia in 2016

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement

• Activity: establish high value tree species breeding center
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Indonesia

• Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the People’s Republic of China 
and the Government of the Republic of Indonesia Concerning Cooperation in Combating 
Illegal Trade of Forest Products in 2002

• Type: Intergovernmental Agreement

• Activity: technical exchanges on timber legality verification
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Russia

• Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Forestry between the State 
Forestry Administration of the People’s Republic of China and the Forest Agency of Russian 
Federation in 2016

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement

• Activity: establish China-Russia wood industry alliance
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EU

• Agreement: China-EU Bilateral Coordination Mechanism on Forest Law Enforcement and 
Governance in 2009

• Type: Intergovernmental Agreement 

• Activity: trilateral cooperation between China, Indonesia and the EU on promoting trade of 
legally-sourced timber and timber products
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U.S.

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding between and the People’s Republic of China the 
Government of the United States of America on Combating Illegal Logging and Associated 
Trade in 2008

• Type: Intergovernmental Agreement 

• Activity: information sharing on Lacey Act and conduct data exchanges by both customs
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Australia

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China and Australia on Combating Illegal Logging and Associated Trade in 
Support of Sustainable Forest Management in 2009

• Type: Intergovernmental Agreement 

• Activity: timber legality guideline development 
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Canada

• Agreement: Memorandum of Understanding between the State Forestry Administration of the 
People’s Republic of China and Natural Resources Canada on Cooperation in the Field of 
Forestry in 1998

• Type: Inter-departmental agreement

• Activity: technical workshops on promoting legal and sustainable trade
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Multi-lateral Mechanisms 



China-Japan-South Korea

• Mechanism: Forest Products Expert Dialogue under Negotiation for CJK FTA since 2013

• Activity: information sharing and negotiation of the regional mechanism on timber legality

15



APEC

• Mechanism: Experts Group on Illegal Logging and Associated Trade Working Group since 
2011

• Activity: negotiate the EGILAT guidance template
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Suggestions for the next step



From agreement to action

18

Base for bilateral and multi-lateral cooperation

Reach agreement

Information sharing and capacity building

Establish working mechanism

Practical actions for joint law enforcement 

Implement responsibility
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